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Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay special tribute to Mr. Fred H. Swanson.
On June 29, 2009, after 26 years, Fred is re-
tiring from his position as Director of the Uni-
versity of California Kearney Research and
Extension Center near Parlier, California, a
tenure that saw the transformation of a quiet
UC field station into a world-class agricultural
research facility.

Mr. Swanson’s journey began only five
miles from Kearney on the family farm. Upon
graduating from high school, Fred left for col-
lege to the University of California, Davis. In
1965, upon receiving his Bachelor of Science
Degree in Viticulture, the adventurous side of
Fred led him to take a position growing food
for thousands of workers who were tasked
with constructing dams in West Pakistan.
Three years later, the job finished with West
Pakistan’s electricity capacity successfully
doubled and the 35-acre farm effectively
turned over to the Pakistan army. With the
completion of this project, Mr. Swanson re-
turned to California where he took a post man-
aging a vineyard in the McDowell Valley of
Mendocino County.

Mr. Swanson was then hired as a UC Coop-
erative Extension viticulture farm advisor for
Fresno County, a position he held for 10
years. Fred then returned to expand his own
farming operation while helping others with
their farms. During this time, Fred met the leg-
endary viticulture specialist Fred Jenson which
led Mr. Swanson to apply for the open direc-
torship at the Kearney Ag Station.

Since 1983, Fred has made outstanding
contributions to the Kearney Ag Station. One
of his early additions was the purchase of 75
acres of farmland across the street from the
original parcel. With this purchase, the total
amount of land available for research grew to
330 acres with 45 different varieties of agricul-
tural crops including stone fruit, nut crops, rai-
sins, wine and table grapes, specialty vegeta-
bles, blueberries and kiwifruit being grown on
this acreage.

In 1989, Swanson made one of his most
visible improvements with the construction of a
two-story state of the art laboratory, office and
meeting complex. This laboratory and office
complex provided UC scientists, recognized
worldwide for their pioneering agricultural re-
search, the facilities needed to further their re-
search. Additionally, under Fred’'s direction, a
20,000 square foot greenhouse complex was
completed in 2003. This complex continues to
give Valley agricultural scientists access to 24
high quality greenhouse modules with com-
puter controlled heating, cooling and lighting
systems. Among his many awards, Fred’s ac-
complishments have been recognized by the
University of California, Davis through the
Award of Distinction from the College of Ag &
Environmental Sciences and the Citation for
Excellence by the Cal Aggie Alumni Associa-
tion.

Madam Speaker, it goes without saying that
Mr. Swanson’s dedication and accomplish-
ments to the San Joaquin Valley’s agriculture
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community have gained him respect and ap-
preciation from all who have worked with him
and know him. With retirement now a reality,
Fred is preparing to spend more time with his
wife Cheryl, as well as enjoying fishing and
hunting trips. We owe Fred a magnificent col-
lective thank you. | honor Fred Swanson, be-
fore you my colleagues, for his productive
years of service to agriculture and the nation.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and recognition of Ellen
Psenicka, whose forty-year tenure as reporter,
editor and publisher of the award-winning
Neighborhood News, continues to enlighten,
entertain and unite Cleveland’s southeast
community every Wednesday, highlighting cur-
rent events along our city streets—from the
neighborhoods of Slavic Village, to the streets
of Garfield Heights, to the steps of Cleveland
City Hall.

Ellen grew up in Sandusky, Ohio and went
on to attend Ohio University, where she
earned a Bachelor's degree in Journalism.
Shortly following graduation, in June, 1969,
Ellen was hired as a reporter by Jim Psenicka,
publisher of the Neighborhood News. A few
years later, Jim and Ellen were married, and
they worked in dedication to each other, to the
newspaper and to the community until Jim’s
passing in 2001. At that time, Ellen accepted
the torch of leadership passed to her by Jim,
and she continues to carry on his legacy of
excellence in journalism, and his commitment
to the Greater Cleveland Community.

Ellen’s spirit of volunteerism and focus on
the betterment of the community is evident
throughout Southeast Cleveland and its sub-
urbs. Her kind and humble nature draws peo-
ple to her, and she has garnered the admira-
tion and respect of everyone she knows. She
is a longtime member of the Garfield Heights
Historical Society and serves as a board
member for Cleveland Central Catholic High
School. She is currently serving her second
term as President of the Kiwanis of Southeast
Cleveland. As a member and leader in
Kiwanis, Ellen has been instrumental in lead-
ing several fundraising efforts aimed at local
student scholarship awards, and recently, a
fundraiser and recognition dinner honoring Dr.
Javier Lopez which raised greatly-needed
funds for his medical missions to Central
America. Ellen has always reached out with a
generous heart wherever and whenever need-
ed. Her efforts in volunteerism also include her
tireless dedication in her efforts to save St. Mi-
chael’s hospital.

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join
me in honor and recognition of Ellen Psenicka,
as she celebrates her 40th Anniversary with
the Neighborhood News. The Neighborhood
News is read by tens of thousands of people
weekly, and continues to inform and unite us
all. Ellen’s commitment to bringing us the
news of the neighborhood and her generosity
as a community leader and volunteer serves
to brighten and strengthen our entire commu-
nity.
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Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, Thomasville
and indeed all of Clarke County recently lost
a dear friend, and | rise today to honor him
and pay tribute to his memory.

Edward Jackson Day, known to his friends
and family as “Jack,” served the people of
Clarke County as a law enforcement officer for
nearly four decades—as a sheriff's deputy,
chief deputy, and eventually as sheriff of
Clarke County. He devoted his 71 years to his
family, his faith, and to keeping the residents
of Thomasville and surrounding communities
safe.

Jack began his law enforcement career as
an auxiliary state trooper in 1967, and was
promoted to a full-time deputy three years
later. In 1978, he became chief deputy under
Sheriff Roy Sheffield. When Sheriff Sheffield
retired in 1993, Jack was appointed sheriff of
Clarke County and served in that capacity until
his retirement in January of 2007. He was a
past president of the Alabama Sheriff's Asso-
ciation and a member of the National Sheriff’s
Association, the Fraternal Order of Police and
the Democratic Executive Committee. In addi-
tion, Sheriff Day was an avid hunter and a
member of Oliver Lodge No. 334 F&AM.

Sheriff Day was also an active member of
his church, Pineview Baptist Church, where he
served as a deacon. He served on the board
of the Southwest Alabama Children’s Advo-
cacy Center, as well as the advisory boards of
the Department of Youth Services and Life
Tech community. He was also a former board
member and chairman of the Boys and Girls
Club.

As he prepared to retire as sheriff, Jack
noted, “You learn to take the bad times with
the good times. We've had some tragedies,
but we’ve had a lot more good times and I'm
glad for that. You always remember you're
there to protect and serve the people.”

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in remembering a dedicated community
leader, a friend to many throughout south Ala-
bama, as well as a wonderful husband, loving
father, grandfather, and great-grandfather.
Jack Day will be dearly missed by his family—
his wife, Wilma Gates Day; his son, Mayor
Sheldon Allison Day; his daughter, Daphne
Elaine Day; his two sisters, Mary Ellen Day
Parten and Jerry Ann Day Little; his five
grandchildren, Jeffrey Devin Deas, Brittney
Elaine Deas, Leslie Allison Dellinger, and
Kaitlin Elizabeth Day and Thomas Zachary
Day; and his three great-grandchildren,
Carrigan Elizabeth Day, and Malya Elizabeth
Deas and Devin Baine Deas—as well as the
countless friends he leaves behind.

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all
during this difficult time.
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